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The results of an international survey published recently indicate that
international arbitration is the preferred method of resolving cross-border dispute
for nearly everyone.
Two out of five of the world’s most preferred places of arbitration are Asian and
at least three out of five of the world’s most preferred arbitral institutions are
based in Asia. Commentators have linked these results to what has often been
said to be a shift of the world’s economic centre of gravity to Asia and a portent
of greater things to come. But how real are these results? Is the fact that the
nearly half of the respondents to the survey are based in the Asia-Pacific
reflective of the shift, or an element that influences the survey results? What can
and should be said about the fact that while progress has been made in terms of
gender diversity in arbitral tribunals, few believe that there has been progress in
respect of geographical, cultural and ethnic diversity? Does diversity have
anything to do with the perception of a tribunal’s independence and impartiality
or does it speak, in a more nuanced way, to an understanding or appreciation by
the tribunal of the social, cultural and economic norms under which two or more
parties have transacted? Are particular practices in international arbitration
beginning to emerge from Asian-based arbitrations and will they change the way
in which arbitration is practiced in regionally and globally?
Maxwell Conversations challenges assumptions with a deeper examination of the
issues. In this second event in the series, we are pleased to feature a
conversation with Professor Julian Lew QC, a full-time arbitrator in international
commercial and investment treaty disputes and Head of the School of
International Arbitration at Queen Mary University of London - publisher of the
2021 International Arbitration Survey. We will be joined by representatives from
the top three most-preferred arbitral institutions - ICC, SIAC and HKIAC,
followed by answers by the panel to questions from the audience.
Join us as we explore what current results and statistics say about Asia,
what the projections are for the future and how the shift will affect your
business or your practice in international arbitration.

PROGRAMME OUTLINE
21 OCTOBER 2021 | 5PM TO 630PM (GMT+8)
Part 1 (30mins)

CONVERSATION WITH PROF JULIAN LEW QC
WILL ASIA CHANGE INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION?

Asia’s historical participation in international
arbitration
Asia’s recent economic profile
QMUL International Arbitration Survey 2021 and
what it really means
Cultural diversity’s effect on international
arbitration

Part 2 (30mins)

PANEL DISCUSSION

Moderator:
Lawrence Teh
Senior Partner & Co-Head of the
International Arbitration

Personality:
Prof Julian Lew QC
Head of School of International Arbitration,
Queen Mary University of London (QMUL);

Practice, Dentons Rodyk

Arbitrator, Twenty Essex

Panelist:
Kevin Nash
Deputy Registrar & Centre
Director, SIAC

Part 3 (30mins)

Panelist:
Nils Eliasson
Vice-Chair, HKIAC and
Chairperson, HKIAC’s
Proceedings Committee;
Partner, Shearman & Sterling

Panelist:
Sanjeev Kapoor
Vice President, ICC
International Court of
Arbitration; Partner,
Khaitan & Co

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
The panel will answer selected questions in this
segment of the event.
You may send your questions in advance to
marketing@maxwellchambers.com or pose them
using the “Q&A” function during the live webinar.
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The webinar is free and will be conducted via Zoom.
For more information, contact us at marketing@maxwellchambers.com.
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